Effect of chloroquine and some other antimalarials on the immune mechanism in experimental animals.
The effects of chloroquine and some other antimalarials on the immune responses in experimental animals have been examined. Chloroquine and quinine caused significant decrease of serum anti-SRBC haemagglutination titre. Chloroquine lowered the serum IgM level and also reduced plaque-forming cells in the spleen of mice. The delayed-type hypersensitivity responses to SRBC and the passive cutaneous anaphylaxis were also diminished in rats treated with chloroquine. Thus, the immunosuppressant activity of chloroquine may explain its efficacy in various types of immune disorders.